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elective Headship? Was Belgium to enter on the
path which had brought Poland to the abyss ? And
the warning voices did not come from the East alone.
There were " the bloody and retrograde fluctuations
in the republican states of Southern America/' exhibit-
ing a violence of party-spirit, peculiar, it was thought,
to polities which permit the highest prize of political
ambition to be scrambled for, and confirming the
general belief that republican government is necessarily
unstable. Such was the tenor of much of the argument.
Others laboured to exhibit the truth, which had been
obscured by the doctrinaires of the French Revolution
that heredity was " a neutral institution " equally
consistent with tyranny or freedom. The form of the
executive was not in itself a matter of primary im-
portance. Taxes could-be reduced under a monarchy
as they could be increased under a republic. The
citizen could go and come as freely under the one dis-
pensation as under the other. Heredity, said the
democrat, would lead to despotism ; but the real pro-
tection against despotism was not an elective President,
but an elective legislature, a responsible cabinet, an
independent judiciary, together with guarantees for
freedom of worship and speech and education. These
were the really important principles which, once fixed
and established in the constitution, would carry with
them every liberal consequence which the most un-
compromising apostle of human freedom could desire.
And such was the spirit which gave shape to the con-
stitutional monarchy of Belgium.6